
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



ADVOCATE OF PEACE, 

No. III. 



DECEMBER, 1837 



Article I. 
ADDRESS TO PASTORS AND CHURCHES. 

I. PREACHING ON THE SUBJECT OF PEACE. 

The duty of ministers to enforce the pacific principles of the 
gospel, is beginning to be extensively acknowledged. Not 
only has the American Peace Society for years encouraged this 
practice by gratuitously furnishing a large number of pastors 
with its periodical to assist them in performing this part of their 
duties, but many of our highest ecclesiastical bodies have re- 
peatedly recommended the same thing ; and, as the time 
appointed for this effort is fast approaching, we would urge the 
importance of prompt fidelity to this cause, and suggest some 
of our reasons for wishing ministers to preach statedly on the 
subject of peace. 

1. Peace is confessedly a part of the gospel; and, if re- 
quired to " preach the gospel to every creature," and " declare 
all the counsel of God," can ministers consistently refuse to 
preach its principles of peace any more than they could 
repentance or faith ? 

It is in vain to say, that there is much diversity of opinion 
respecting what the Bible teaches on this subject. Be it so ; 
but is there not a similar diversity concerning other parts of the 
gospel ? Christians are not entirely agreed respecting the 
Sabbath, the character of God, or the nature of repentance and 
faith ; but shall ministers refuse for this reason to preach on 
such subjects ? Such a principle would exclude all the pecu- 
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liarities of the gospel. Ministers must study the Bible for 
themselves, and then preach in its proper place every doctrine 
and duty which they find on its sacred pages. We do not 
require them to inculcate our views of peace ; but we do urge 
them to enforce their own conceptions of the gospel on this 
subject as faithfully as they do what they believe it to teach 
concerning' repentance or faith. This is just the course taken 
on kindred topics ; for, when societies or ecclesiastical bodies 
have urged special efforts in behalf of the Sabbath, they have 
left ministers to preach, and Christians to cooperate, according 
to their respective belief of what the Bible teaches concerning 
that blessed day. 

2. We regard the cause of peace as a part of the instru- 
mentalities requisite for the world's conversion. We cannot 
now detail our reasons for this belief; but we doubt whether 
any other custom has done so much to neutralize the saving 
power of the gospel in Christian lands, and to prevent its 
spread and triumph over the earth. The magnitude, long 
continuance, and consequent inveteracy of this evil, demand 
specif c efforts for its removal ; and the reasons for such efforts 
in this cause are essentially the same as for those leading enter- 
prises of the age whose claims are so cheerfully admitted by 
the great body of Christians. 

3. No enterprise of benevolence or reform belongs more 
appropriately to ministers of the gospel than the cause of 
peace. They must lead its van, or it never can succeed ; and 
in many ways they could easily promote it in public and in pri- 
vate, from the pulpit and the press. It is in their power so 
far to revolutionize public sentiment on this subject, that the 
rulers of Christendom would be constrained, in compliance 
with the strong desires of their subjects, to discard appeals to 
the sword, and employ only pacific expedients in settling 
international disputes. 

4. The long neglect of this subject renders the course we 
recommend necessary in order to reincorporate the pacific prin- 
ciples of the gospel, where our Saviour left them, in the faith 
and habits of his disciples as a body ; — a step which we deem 
absolutely indispensable to prepare the way for the Millennium, 
but which will never be taken until ministers generally begin 
to preach peace as a part of our religion essential to a consist- 
ent Christian character. 

5. We wish, also, to supersede as far as possible the neces- 
sity of agents in this cause. Such a necessity, wherever found, 
results from the neglect of pastors and churches to do their 
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duty ; and, had they in every age done their whole duty on 
this subject, there would have been left no room for specific 
efforts in behalf of universal peace. In the present state of 
things, however, we must have some agents, or abandon the 
enterprise ; and, for the purpose of increasing our resources 
both in money and personal cooperation, we must for a time 
send them occasionally to churches whose pastors plead the 
cause with a commendable degree of fidelity. 

6. Our plan of conservative reform requires from ministers 
such cooperation as we solicit. On them, and their brethren 
in the church, would we devolve the responsibility of this cause 
as identical with the gospel, and as a part of the means indis- 
pensable to the world's conversion. We have great confidence 
in their disposition as a body towards this and every other en- 
terprise which deserves their support ; we doubt not they will 
eventually come cheerfully up to the work in earnest ; and, 
though we may chide their delay, and mourn over the present 
incorrectness or inadequacy of (heir views on some points, yet 
we cannot distrust their willingness to sustain a cause so obvi- 
ously their own, so dear to their Master in heaven, and so 
essential to the extension of his kingdom through the world. 

We trust that ministers, in redeeming their pledge to our 
Society, will make a special effort. It is by no means enough 
to draw a few inferences in behalf of peace from a discourse 
devoted to another subject ; they are bound in good faith to 
preach one whole sermon on the pacific principles of the gos- 
pel ; and we see not how a real friend of the cause could refrain 
from making, in addition to this, such inferences and allusions 
in its favor as a variety of topics in the Bible can hardly fail to 
suggest. Will not every pastor, pledged to our aid, strive to 
interest his people as deeply as possible in this cause, and to 
secure not only their prayers, but their pecuniary aid ? The 
Society is now in very special need of funds amidst the pressure 
of the times ; and will not ministers use their influence to obtain 
from their congregations a cheerful and generous contribution ? 
We trust that every one who preaches on the subject, will 
propose a contribution in some form. And would it not be 
much better to take it up at the close of the sermon than at the 
concert of prayer ? 

We would not dictate the precise time for preaching ; but, 
as the 25th of December, the time appointed for the annual 
concert of prayer for peace, comes this year on Monday, can- 
not ministers make it convenient to preach on the subject the 
day preceding ? We are anxious to have this subject, as a part 
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of the gospel, brought forward, just like faith or repentance, 
amidst the ordinary services of the sanctuary ; and the practice 
of reserving it for a fast or thanksgiving, does serious injury to 
our cause by producing an impression, that it is too secular for 
the sanctities of the Sabbath. It has, indeed, some secular 
aspects and bearings more proper for such occasions ; but the 
minister who does not know how to exhibit the pacific princi- 
ples of the Sermon on the Mount in a way strictly evangelical, 
should lose no time in supplying this deficiency in his qualifi- 
cations as a preacher of the gospel of peace. 

We earnestly hope that pastors will prepare their churches 
for the concert of prayer. It is surely not asking too much, 
that followers of the Prince of peace should set apart one hour 
in a year to pray especially for the smiles of Heaven upon 
efforts for the spread of peace coextensive with their religion. 
Will not ministers make an effort to secure a full attendance, 
and to render the concert so interesting that Christians shall 
hereafter welcome its annual return with joy ? We leave every 
pastor to take his own course for this purpose ; but, if the follow- 
ing articles are not read in full at the concert, we request that 
the substance of them may be communicated on that occasion. 

II. PRAYER FOR THE UNIVERSAL PREVALENCE OF PEACE. 

God has foretold the prevalence of peace over the whole 
earth as expressly as he has promised salvation to the penitent 
believer in Christ. "It shall come to pass in the last days," — 
under the Christian dispensation, — " that the mountain of the 
Lord's house shall be established in the top of the mountains, 
and all nations shall flow unto it ; and they shall beat their 
swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks ; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more. The wolf also shall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid ; and the 
calf, and the young lion, and the fatling together; and a little 
child shall lead them. And the cow and the bear shall feed ; 
their young ones shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my 
holy mountain ; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea."* 

Is not this language plain, unequivocal, decisive? The 
Bible contains no promise more explicit than that of universal 
peace ; we have as good reason to hope for the peace, as we 

* Isa. 2 : 2-5. 1 1 : 1-9. 65 : 25. Mic. 4 : 1-4. 
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have for the conversion of the world ; and consistency would 
require us either to reject the word of God entirely, or to regard 
the ultimate prevalence of peace over the whole earth as per- 
fectly certain. 

But how can we secure the fulfilment of this promise? Is 
there nothing for us to do 1 Are any of God's promises un- 
conditional ? Will he not be inquired of by his people to do 
the very things he has expressly promised ? We expect to see 
no Christian growing in grace, no sinner brought to repent- 
ance, no progress made towards the conversion of the world, 
except in answer to the requests of his children ; and can we 
delude ourselves into the belief, that God will fulfil his promise 
of universal peace without their prayers and efforts? Will he 
make this case an exception, a direct contradiction to the 
whole course of his providence ? If not, there is as much ur- 
gency, and as much encouragement, to pray for the peace, as 
for the conversion of the world. 

But the providence of God, as well as his word, is encourag- 
ing our prayers for this object. Special efforts in the cause of 
peace began to be made only a little more than twenty years 
ago ; and the smiles of Heaven have crowned them with such 
success as to keep the general peace of Christendom during all 
this period, and thus prevented an immense waste of blood, and 
treasure, and human happiness. There have been local broils 
of a domestic nature productive of great mischief, but nothing 
like the wars consequent on the French Revolution, destroying 
myriads of property, and drenching a whole continent in tears 
and blood. 

How cheering the spectacle, how benign the influence of all 
the Christians on earth uniting their prayers to God for the 
universal and permanent reign of peace ! Would they not 
breathe through Christendom a spirit that would lull the demon 
of war to sleep? Should the waters of strife begin to rise, and 
dash, and foam, would they not pour upon them such celestial 
oil as would hush them ere-long into peace ? Should all the 
followers of Christ in England and this country pray aright for 
this object, would it be possible for rulers again to embroil the 
two nations in war ? 

Reflect on some of the motives to prayer and effort in behalf 
of this cause. If war is a sin against God, are we not as truly 
bound to seek its abolition, as we are the extinction of idolatry 
and superstition? If war has contaminated and debased our 
religion, ought we not to remove this plague-spot from the 
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bosom of the church ? If peace is a part of the gospel essential 
to the perfection of Christian character, and the full conversion 
of our world to God, are we not plainly required to pray and 
labor for its prevalence coextensive with Christianity ? 

Just glance at the waste of property by war. We are told, 
on good authority, that our war with a handful of Indians in 
Florida has already cost us, beside the incidental destruction of 
property, not less than thirty millions of dollars ! The inciden- 
tal losses in war are generally far greater than its direct expen- 
ses ; but merely the interest on the bare cost of this petty, 
shameful, unnecessary war would amount at six per cent., 
to one million eight hundred thousand dollars ; nearly as 
much as all the Christians of every name in this country have 
contributed during the last ten years for the spread of the gos- 
pel among the heathen ! Our revolutionary war cost England 
alone more than six hundred millions of dollars ; probably not a 
fifth part of what was on both sides expended or lost in one 
way and another ; yet the simple interest on this fraction of 
what that war wasted, would be more than ten times as much 
as the present contributions of all Christendom for evangelizing 
the world ! Our Congress, two years ago, appropriated at one 
session nearly thirty millions of dollars for war-purposes ; the 
charge of Great Britain for her war-debt alone, is about one 
hundred and thirty millions of dollars a year ; during twenty 
years from 1797, she spent for war an average of more than 
one million of dollars every day; and the support of the war- 
system costs Christendom even in a time of peace between one 
and two thousand millions of dollars every year! How small 
a fraction of this sum would be requisite to defray the expense 
of sending the gospel to every creature ! 

Reflect on the havoc of human life in war. Forty thousand 
slain in the battle of Waterloo ! fifty thousand at Eylau ! 
eighty thousand at Borodino! two hundred thousand in the war of 
our Revolution! three hundred thousand at Arbela! four hundred 
thousand by Julius Cassar in a single engagement ! more than 
five hundred thousand in six months of the Russian campaign ! 
more than three millions by Alexander and Caesar each ! five 
millions in the wars of Napoleon ! nine millions in the wars 
consequent on the French revolution ! twelve millions of Amer- 
ican Indians destroyed by the Spaniards in forty years ! twenty- 
five millions of lives sacrificed in the wars of the Reformation ! 
forty millions of nominal Christians in the Crusades ! ! 

What a destroyer of souls, too, is war ! It is a school of sin, 
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a vast nursery of hell. It ripens men for perdition with fearful 
rapidity, and sweeps them into the bottomless pit by thousands. 
Nearly all its influences are ruinous to the soul. It fosters ig- 
norance, encourages intemperance, and abets licentiousness and 
almost every species of vice and crime. No revival of religion 
could commence or continue in the vicinity of a fleet or a camp 
during a state of actual warfare. It withholds or neutralizes 
the best means of grace. The millions of standing soldiers in 
Christendom, it deprives, even in peace, of nearly all religious 
privileges, and thus exposes them to almost certain perdition. 

What prompts you to aid any enterprise of Christian benev- 
olence or reform ? Why do you take an interest so deep in 
a few hundred thousand seamen ? There are three or four 
millions of warriors in Christendom as much neglected as sea- 
men, and even more likely to perish in their sins. Do you 
pray for two millions and a half of our countrymen in bondage? 
The four millions of soldiers, — not a mixture of men, women 
and children, but men alone in the vigor of life, — are generally 
in a condition worse thau that of Southern slaves. Do you give 
your money to supply our own destitute population with the 
bread of life ? There are more men in Christendom deprived 
by the war-system even in peace of the means of grace, than 
all the destitute in our land. Do you pray and contribute for 
the spread of the gospel through the world ? The seven hun- 
dred missionaries now in the field are probably not instrumental 
in saving so many souls as the custom of war is, even in a time 
of peace, constantly destroying in Christendom alone. Have 
your sympathies been excited in behalf of missionaries, at home 
and abroad, reported as suffering, or likely to suffer, from the 
diminished contributions for their support? All their sufferings 
from this cause are only a fraction of what soldiers are doomed 
to endure continually in war, and more or less even in a time 
of peace. Probably not one of our missionaries has been sub- 
jected to privations and hardships so great as those which form 
the common lot of soldiers. 

We have weighed the import of these statements with much 
care ; we make them with a full conviction of their truth ; and, 
if true, are the sons and daughters of the God of peace under 
no special obligations to pray and labor for the spread of peace ? 
Do you desire the salvation of souls ? War destroys them with- 
out number. Would you increase the efficacy of the gospel in 
Christian lands ? War neutralizes its saving power. Would 
you send the gospel to every creature ? War obstructs its 
spread and triumph over the earth. Would you rescue the 



104 Address to Pastors and Churches. [Dec. 

Sabbath from desecration ? War tramples it in the dust. 
Would you check intemperance, licentiousness, and other forms 
of gross iniquity? War has ever been a hotbed of such abom- 
inations. Would you put an end to slavery, and the slave-trade, 
and piracy, and other gigantic sins? War was the origin, war 
is still the support of them all. Would you fain see the Mil- 
lennium of piety, and knowledge, and freedom, and universal 
happiness come ? It never can come without peace to herald 
its approach. 

III. NEED OF MONEY IN THE CAT7SE OF PEACE. 

Means are just as necessary for the spread of peace as for 
the spread of Christianity itself; and we seek to use, wherever 
the gospel prevails, those means which God has appointed for 
the spread of peace coextensive with our religion, and rendered 
just as indispensable for this purpose as the means of grace are 
for the conversion of sinners. 

We need not specify all the instrumentalities we would em- 
ploy. It may suffice to say, that we would fain set and keep 
at work a system of agencies, and publications, and other 
means, like those in the temperance reform, sufficient under 
God to bring the sentiments and practice of all Christendom 
into accordance with the gospel on this subject, and thus put an 
end to war in every Christian land. We wish for this purpose 
to employ the ordinary channels of communication with the 
public, and to pour through them, especially through the pulpit 
and the press, a ceaseless stream of such facts, and arguments, 
and appeals, as shall wake a slumbering community, and keep 
them awake, to this cause, till wars cease from Christendom and 
the world. 

Can all this be done without money? Can books, and tracts, 
and periodical sbe published, and put in extensive circulation 
without pecuniary means? Most of the labor in this cause has 
heretofore been gratuitous; but the requisite system of operations 
cannot be carried on without supporting some men exclusive- 
ly devoted to our service. And must not all these instrumen- 
talities require a far greater amount of funds than the Society 
has yet received ? We need for the present, an average of one 
agent to every State in the Union ; and, besides gratuitously fur- 
nishing with our periodical the thousand ministers or more who 
are pledged to preach on the subject of peace, it would cost 
nearly five thousand dollars to put a single tract at one cent 
a piece in every family in New England alone, and thirty 
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thousand dollars for the whole country. Money is just as es- 
sential to this cause as to any other enterprise of benevolence 
or reform ; but it has always languished for the want of pecun- 
iary means ; and never can it reach a high degree of success, 
until its professed friends contribute to it with the same degree 
of liberality that they do to kindred objects. 

Look at similar enterprises. How came Howard to accom- 
plish so much in so short a time? Had he been a poor man, 
like ourselves, his utmost zeal would have been abortive ; but 
his own resources enabled him to spend in the prosecu- 
tion of his favorite object an average of nearly ten thousand 
dollars a year for more than sixteen years. Whence the speedy 
and glorious success of the temperance cause ? Not only have 
ministers and churches taken hold of it as a part of their appro- 
priate business ; but it was started, and has been sustained by 
Tappan, and Sargent, and Delavan, and other men of wealth 
pledging their purses for its support. The State Temperance 
Society of New York alone had in its employ not long since 
ten lecturers ; and in one year it raised nearly forty-six thousand 
dollars, and circulated more than four millions of temperance 
publications. What has given such an impulse to the anti-sla- 
very movement ? Its friends have all been ready to give liber- 
ally for its advancement; a few men of princely fortunes have 
pledged their hundreds every month, their five or ten thousand 
dollars a year ; and with this money abolitionists have moved 
the nation. Without money, what could have been done in 
any of these enterprises ? And can the cause of peace be car- 
ried forward any better without funds ? We wonder, that so 
much has been accomplished in this cause with resources so 
very slender ; for the contributions to our Society amounted for 
the first six years to an average of only five hundred and thirty 
dollars a year ! 

We rejoice, however, that the Christian community are now 
waking to this cause. It has been warmly commended to pat- 
ronage by not a few of the highest ecclesiastical bodies in the 
land ; our agents have been welcomed to the pulpits of nine 
religious denominations ; ministers of almost every name are 
willing, in large and increasing numbers, to plead its claims ; 
and among every class of Christians we have found some pre- 
pared to lend us their cheerful and zealous support. The pub- 
lic mind is ripe for effort; we need only the means of sustaining 
the requisite system of operations ; and we trust the friends of 
God will not let such a cause languish for the want of what they 
can, if they will, easily furnish at once. Cannot every church 
14 
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that hears this appeal, raise the small sum of twenty dollars to 
make their pastor a life-member of our Society? Cannot most 
of the Christians who read these pages, send us each a dollar, 
which will secure to him our periodical for a year, or two dol- 
lars, which will constitute him a member of our Society, and 
entitle him to the Advocate, for the same time? 

Brethren in Christ, we must have aid, or we cannot sustain 
this great work. Our tracts are nearly exhausted ; and we 
ought not only to issue new editions, but to publish new tracts. 
We would, but cannot supply with our periodical all the pas- 
tors willing to plead this cause before their people. Our present 
means will enable us to send forth only a small part of the agents 
or publications necessary to meet the awakened and fast increas- 
ing demand for light on this long-neglected subject. Must the 
cause still droop for want of funds? Will not the friends of 
peace all over the land come to our aid? "Blessed are the 
peace-makers ; for they shall be called the children of Cod." 



Article II. 
COOPERATION AMONG THE FRIENDS OF PEACE. 

The cause of peace has always suffered from the want of 
cooperation among its friends ; and we have been surprised to 
find even good men, who professed attachment to this cause, 
and a desire that something specific and decisive should be 
done for its promotion, still reluctant to cooperate for the pur- 
pose on' any common ground. 

Here is a very serious obstacle ; and at whose door does the 
fault lie? The leading friends of this enterprise, so far from 
lacking a disposition to conciliate, have aimed so to construct 
their system of operation, that those who are willing to do 
anything for the promotion of peace, could all consistently 
unite. Whether they believe or deny wars strictly de- 
fensive to be contrary to the gospel, they have been invited 
to cooperate in seeking a great common object, the entire 
abolition of this custom ; nor have we been wont to repel any 
sincere friends of the cause, either by denouncing them as ul- 
traists because they go a little farther in their views than we 
do, or by reproaching them as time-servers because they do 
not come quite up to our standard. 



